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sanitary conveniences, and their wretched and dilapidated conditon, are not
only dangerous and injurious to the health of inhabitants in the vicinity, but
are a very serious menace to the municipality generally.
Now, it is admitted that the area, such as it is, has been allowed to
exist for the last two years, at any rate. If it is so insanitary, and we do
not deny it is so, why has not the matter been dealt with before this ? We
very much fear that, for months to come, the report will merely remain
on the shelves of the Town Clerk's office, and things will continue to go
on much as they are today, though what we want in the face of the present
danger is not words, but deeds. The report is undoubtedly interesting,
also painful, reading. It is also probabaly calculated to alarm old women,
and to put them on their guard as to the condition of their houses and
surroundings. If the township is so dangerously insanitary, it is ill-adapted
for half-measures. The buildings comprised within it should be burnt
down without a moment's delay. We, however, very much fear that the
experience about the Insanitary Area will be repeated in the case of the
township of Ferreiras. It will be interesting to learn that the population
of the whole area is 1,812, of which 288 are Indians, 58 Syrians, 165 Chinese,
295 Cape, 75 black, and 929 (or more than half) white. The population
of the insanitary Stands is 255 coolies, 17 Syrians, 126 Chinese, 192 Cape,
31 black, and 241 white.
Thus, in this neighbourhood, it is the whites who are more to blame
than the Indians, and the Town Council, most of all. And although it is
the whites who have to be dealt with more than any other class of people,
we do not for one moment suppose that any such thing will happen. The
report will be used for advocating further disabilities on the British Indians.
The Public Health Committee has already begun to press it into service
in order to compel them to reside in a locality nearly 13 miles from Johannes-
burg. As a matter of fact, the report is a condemnation of the inaction
of the Town Council in not attending to the proper sanitation of the place.
When the Insanitary Area Commission was appointed, this township was
considered dangerous to public health. But as nothing is done in Johannes-
burg except on the sky-scraper scale, proper sanitary control was a thing
beneath the dignity of the Town Council.
Indian Opinion, 22-10-1904
231. LORD MILNER
It seems pretty certain that Lord Milner is about to leave South Africa
for good. What the verdict of history will be on His Excellency's work
in this sub-continent, it is difficult to say. That he brought the war to a
successful issue ensures His Excellency's title to glory as a destructive
statesman. He, of all the men, was the one strong hand at a most critical
period, and, in spite of reverses and gloomy despatches from the
generals who were conducting the war, he remained absolutely firm and
unshakable in his determination to see the thing through. The invincible